POTS, PANS, and PEARLs: the nursing profession's rich history with distance education for a new century of nursing.
Continuing education via distance education is expanding. A review of the media used to deliver classes in the past as well as future possibilities are presented. The personal experience of the authors using these methods to present continuing nursing education is the basis for this article. There is evidence that people learn via distance education as well as they do with traditional formats such as conferences and seminars. Although learners are enrolling in these types of courses for convenience, they enjoy the classes more when there is active involvement and participation. Continuing education using distance education strategies will expand, especially because computers are available in the homes of learners. A larger number of offerings will be available, and more learners will use these media to remain current professionally.